cessions to satisfy the legitimate* aspirations of the
reactionaries who co-operated with them.
With the formation of the second Labour Govern-
ment in Britain, Lord Irwin (now Lord Halifax) the
Viceroy amplified Montagu's 1917 Announcement in-
to a presentable formula. The report of the Simon
Commission was hastily shelved in Britlain; in India
'it found its place on the scrap heap/ as Sir P. S. Siva-
swamy Aiyer, the great Liberal leader, once remark-
ed. In 1928 the All-Parties' Conference formulated a
scheme of self-government known as The Nehru
Report. But that scheme was rejected off hand by
Britain. At the end of 1928, the Congress gave to
British government one year's time to accept it, and
when that term expired at the end of 1929 the Conr
gress accepted 'Complete Independence* as its goal.
This goal of Independence has been criticised by
British spokesmen as an impossible slogan, though
Gandhiji once defined it as meaning the 'substance of
independence.' But even after twelve years of Mon-
tagu's declaration, not even responsible government
in the Provinces had been offered.
In the beginning of 1930, the Nation was seething
with discontent when Gandhiji harnessed it to th^
Civil Disobedience movement. Repression, as usual,
wfes started by the British authorities in India. But
the international fortunes of England were running
low and she wanted to tide over the difficulties in
\ndia. Early in 1931, Mahatma Gandhi and other
Congress leaders were released and the British
government signed with Gandhiji the Gandhi-Irwin
Fact. On the basis of the declaration made by the
British Premier, Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, regarding
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